
November 11, 2005

Dear Senator:

You and your colleagues hold the key to realizing the enormous promise of medical and health research –
in both life-saving and economic terms.

As you work to set priorities for expenditure of the nation’s fiscal resources, we urge you to press for
$29.4 billion for the National Institutes of Health (NIH) in the FY 2006 Labor, Health and Human
Services, Education and Related Agencies Appropriation (H.R. 3010) conference bill. This amount, which
was approved by the Senate, represents a modest 3.7 percent increase in funding. An across-the-board cut
of any amount would further marginalize advances emanating from the NIH at a time when the
opportunities for exponential gains in medical and health research are enormous.

The substantial returns on our nation’s investment in the NIH include profound scientific advances
contributing to preventions, effective screenings, treatments and cures alleviating human suffering,
reducing disability and extending life for millions of individuals. The United States stands apart from the
rest of the world in its record of sustained innovation over decades and through economic cycles.
Innovation, the product of research, has been the principal driver of the U.S. economy for the past 50
years.

The over 125 million Americans represented by our organizations ask you to do your part to sustain our
nation’s commitment to protecting our nation’s health. Can we count on your leadership?

Sincerely,
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